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• The OECD: An increasingly global organisation: 

• Currently 30 countries: Europe, Asia, North America

• Accession (Chile, Israel, Estonia, Slovenia, Russia)

• Enhanced Engagement (China, Brazil, SA, India, Indonesia)

• Close work on regulatory 

reform with key US partners,

Mexico, Korea, Brazil, China, 

Japan, Canada, India next

• Current EU15 project

• APEC: joint Checklist

• Project for Middle East and North African Countries (10 countries)

• Involvement in Eastern Europe (SIGMA, Stability Pact)

• A focus on analytical purposes but also serving global outreach
• Different priorities for different groups of countries (risk, red   
tape)
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OECD and the Regulatory Reform Agenda



• The role of the OECD  is to function as a clearing house

• Comparisons between countries

• Sharing good practices

• Country reviews with recommendations for action 

(Australia, EU countries)

• Comparing practices and deriving best practice: 

“soft law”

• Quantitative and qualitative information: data, country reports

• Promoting OECD practices to non OECD countries through mutual 

exchange and policy dialogue

• Identifying new and emerging issues : risk, governance for quality

regulation

• Co-ordinating with other international organisations: EU 

Commission,

W ld B k  APEC  ( l  UNCTAD  IADB)
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Promoting Quality Regulation at international 
level: The role of the OECD



An evolving policy concept 
From Deregulation to Quality Regulation 

Three sets of principles
• 1995 Principles
• 1997 Policy Recommendations
• 2005 Guiding Principles for Regulatory Quality and Performance
Regulatory quality is the driving principle behind reform today: 
Deregulation where markets work better than governments, Efficient 

markets and good governance
Re-regulation and new regulatory institutions where markets cannot 

work without governments 
More efficient government and social regulations to achieve high 

standards of health, safety and environmental protection at lower 
economic cost

Risk, distributional concerns … 5

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Agreed in the Minister meeting, Open and inclusive policy making should be one of 4 cross-cutting activities on the work program 2007-2008. 

Reasons for this was that  with engaging people in policy you would improve thrust and thereby social stability.

Other benefits from open and inclusive policymaking could be:
 
Better quality policy and services and better use of public funds: these
two benefits are interrelated. by designing policy measures on the basis of 
better knowledge of citizens’ needs, more open policy making can contribute
to raising the quality of policy outcomes and ensuring the better use of public
funds. It can also serve to mobilise a wider range of resources in society
towards achieving public policy goals, for example by drawing upon the
expertise and experiential knowledge of citizens: also contributing to better
quality policy and services.

Raised compliance levels: because citizens are themselves part of the
process of prioritizing and deliberation, they will better understand the
outcomes, even if they don’t agree with them. This can also help raise
compliance levels with decisions reached 




Strong underpinnings for regulatory reform 
in many OECD countries
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Supported by a number of policy drivers
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Main motives for reform, (2008)



Formal consultation processes 05/08 
Separate results for laws and subordinate regulations



Trend in RIA adoption across OECD countries



Requirement for Regulatory Impact Analysis
A strengthening of the requirements

(1998-2005-2008)



Strengthening of the institutional setting for 
quality oversight  (1998-2005-2008)



How does the US compare ? 
Cross country Patterns 

Regulatory management strategies in 2005 
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Formal consultation processes 2008 
A mixed situation



Explicit RIA processes, 2005-2008



Explicit RIA processes, 2005-2008



Regulatory Oversight Bodies
- Institutional consolidation
- Significant change in some jurisdictions (EU)



Regulatory Reform and the risk agenda
Risk management and good governance: 

Assessment
Management
Review

Few countries have an explicit whole-of-
government policy or advisory body: UK
Need to assess and manage risk
Avoid excessive precautionary measures and 
balance costs and benefits
Co-ordinate public and private responses
Avoid short term responses in periods of crisis
Single agency policies vs global gvt responses 
(Japan)
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Designing successful strategies for 
regulatory reform: Lessons of experience

Leadership as the most important ingredient for 
success
Crises as catalyst for change
Harmful effects of a short-term perspective
Role of central regulatory bodies to change 
administrative culture
Need for a communication strategy to build 
constituency for reform
Getting the level of intervention right
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Conclusion: The way forward

Quality regulation is high on the policy agenda and is
becoming a dynamic permanent feature of public policy

All countries are making progress: the cost of no reform
The political economy of reform

Implementing timely reforms winning consensus
Building support for reform
Overcoming vested interests 
Sequencing reforms: short-term costs vs long-term benefits
Need for communication strategies
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Presentation Notes
As mentioned from the beginning, this is a cross cutting activity inside GOV and in the report there will be several in dephts case studies in the fields of open budgeting, local, regional planning and consultation on regulation. These indehpt cases could provide us with more knowlegde about benefits as whether policy quality has improved by a more open policy making,  whether the opposition to policy has diminished, whether the social cohesions has been strenghten and so forth. 
But we also want the case studies to illustrate cost when engaging in open and inclusive policy making, cost both due to the  activitiy it self(, logistics, printing etc,)  and cost that are not directly monetary like time spent on long processes etc.  
Risk , Possible negative consequences, can be both the forseen and the un foreseen, it could be insuffient feedback on how input is being used, conflict with or unclear role of politican & representative democracy, conflict with current laws, regulation and principles, conflicts between participants,  etc.
The standards set up in the  OPECD-APEC Integrated Checlist on regulatory Reform on consultation and the RIA could be a ”point the depart”. In short  we would like to have a contribution from the regulatory policy area that could illustate cost and benefits with open regulation processes. Are there any recent cases of consultation on regulation that you would like to suggest for further analyses? 



OECD Sources and Publications on Regulatory 
Reform

Website: www.oecd.org/regreform

• OECD 2005 Guiding Principles for Regulatory Quality and 
Performance  (www.oecd.org/regreform/principles) 

• Regulatory Reform Reviews by Country 
(www.oecd.org/regreform/backgroundreports)

• Indicators

• Analytical reports: cutting red tape, RIA, risk
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