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I attended my first SRA Annual Meeting in San Francisco in 2012, then a graduate student of Joe Arvai, and
eventually a postdoctoral scholar working with Robyn Wilson. I am now an Assistant Professor at Michigan
State University and the president of the SRA Decision Analysis and Risk Specialty Group. I primarily study
risk perception and risk communication, along with analyzing the social and cultural impacts of clean energy
systems, development and transitions more broadly. SRA is my “research family” and I prize the society’s
ability to connect diverse scholars and practitioners and create life-long friendships and collaborations. I look
forward to an SRA that adopts a more applied and policy-focused role, one in which SRA members are
encouraged to recommend best practices and share with stakeholders the best available science. I appreciate
previous efforts to incorporate more practitioners and would like to see our efforts shared more widely, either
via webinars or livestreams to interested members of the public.

PROFESSIONAL PREPARATION
University of Calgary, Calgary, AB, Canada Geography PhD 2015 Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI

Community, Ag, Recreation and Resource Studies MSc 2011 University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI Economics BA
2005

PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT HISTORY
2017 – present Assistant Professor, Department of Community Sustainability, Michigan State University.
2013 – 2018 Special Term Appointee, Decision & Risk Analysis, Argonne National Laboratory. 2016 – 2017
Senior Research Associate, School of Environ. & Nat. Resources, The Ohio State University. 2015 – 2016
Post-doctoral Scholar, Earth & Environ. Systems Institute, Pennsylvania State University.

PUBLICATIONS1
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1 * denotes a supervised student; ** denotes a supervised postdoctoral scholar
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68. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.erss.2020.101661

Schelly, C., D. Bessette, K. Brosemer, V. Gagnon, K. Arola, A. Fiss, J. Pearce, & K. Halvorsen (2020) Energy
Policy for Energy Sovereignty: Can policy tools enhance energy sovereignty? Solar Energy.
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RECENT GRANTS

United States Department of Energy—Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory. Community-Centered Solar
Development: Exploring the Key Enabling Community Factors, Impacts and Opportunities for Large-Scale Solar.
Total funds received: $2,500,000. MSU portion: $286,142. 2021-2024. Co-Principal Investigator/MSU Principal
Investigator.

Michigan State University: Project GREEEN. Leveraging solar and robotic technology to address energy and labor



constraints for Michigan Vegetable Growers. Total funds received: $79,650. 2021-2023. Co-Investigator. National Science
Foundation: Growing Convergence Research. A Convergent Discipline in Socio-Technological System  Transitions –
Research on Michigan Community & Anishinaabe Renewable Energy Sovereignty. Collaborative  Proposal w/ Michigan
Technological University. Total funds received: $1,645,708. MSU portion: $343,708. 2019- 2025. MSU Principal
Investigator.
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